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Word patterns are an essential part of any English language assessment and should be              
treated as a priority. A word pattern refers to a word plus a preposition; a verb +                 
preposition (listen to, consist of), an adjective + preposition (aware of, keen on) or a               
noun + preposition (solution to, belief about). Word patterns are a key part of all levels                
of language use from A1 to C2. You should always learn idioms and expressions with               
the START method to consolidate them. 
 
To make the learning of word patterns easier, it is recommendable to focus on the               
preposition. You can either colour code them or group them. For that reason, the word               
patterns will appear in a list in alphabetical order, but sorted by preposition (some words               
may appear in more than one of the lists as they can be used with more than one                  
preposition. When this occurs it will be explained accordingly). 
 
We have created a tick list so that you can mark them off as you learn 
 
 
Contents: 
 

❏ About 
❏ Against 
❏ At 
❏ Between 
❏ By 
❏ For 
❏ From 
❏ In 
❏ Of 
❏ On 
❏ To 
❏ Towards 
❏ Upon 
❏ With  
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About: 
 

❏ Argue about (something) 
❏ Complain about (something in general) 
❏ Concerned about (someone) 
❏ Crazy about  
❏ Dream about (something in general) 
❏ Excited about 
❏ Talk about (something in general) 
❏ Think about (someone or something in general) 
❏ Upset about (something) 
❏ Worried about 

 
 
Against: 
 

❏ Campaign against 
❏ Discriminated against 

 
 
At:  
 

❏ Angry at (someone) 
❏ Annoyed at (someone) 
❏ Arrive at (a place in general) 
❏ Bad at (something) 
❏ Excel at (something in general) 
❏ Expert at (doing something) 
❏ Good at (something) 

 
Between: 
  

❏ Comparison between 
❏ Connection between 
❏ Difference between 

 
By: 
 

❏ Concerned by (someone) 
❏ Frightened by (someone) 
❏ Overwhelmed by (something) 
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For: 
 

❏ Admiration for 
❏ Apologise for 
❏ Apply for (a job/post) 
❏ Argue for (a point) 
❏ Credit for 
❏ Cure for 
❏ Desire for 
❏ Excuse for 
❏ Feel for 
❏ Fight for 
❏ Forgive for 
❏ Have a reason for 
❏ Have an excuse for 
❏ Hope for 
❏ Grateful for (something) 
❏ Known for 
❏ Need for 
❏ Preference for 
❏ Prepared for 
❏ Qualified for 
❏ Pray for 
❏ Reason for 
❏ Recipe for 
❏ Respect for 
❏ Responsibility for 
❏ Responsible for 
❏ Room for 
❏ Sympathy for 
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From: 
  

❏ Absent from  
❏ Distinguish from 
❏ Divorced from 
❏ Escape from 
❏ Exhausted from 
❏ Hide from 
❏ Gone from 
❏ Made from 
❏ Prevent from 
❏ Prohibit from 
❏ Recover from 
❏ Rescue from 
❏ Stop from 
❏ Withdraw from 

 
 
In: 
 

❏ Arrive in (the name of a place) 
❏ Decrease in 
❏ Delay in 
❏ Difference in 
❏ Difficulty in (doing something) 
❏ Disappointed in (someone) 
❏ Dressed in 
❏ Excel in (a specific situation like a competition) 
❏ Expert in (a field) 
❏ Experience in 
❏ Increase in 
❏ Interested in 
❏ Invest in 
❏ Involved in (something) 
❏ Located in 
❏ Participate in 
❏ Pleasure in 
❏ Reduction in 
❏ Rise in 
❏ Succeed in 
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Of: 
 

❏ Accuse of 
❏ Advantage of 
❏ Afraid of 
❏ Approve of 
❏ Accused of 
❏ Aware of 
❏ Capable of 
❏ Characteristic of 
❏ Complain of 
❏ Composed of 
❏ Consist of 
❏ Convinced of 
❏ Disadvantage of 
❏ Dream of (something specific like a goal in life) 
❏ Envious of 
❏ Fond of 
❏ Frightened of (something) 
❏ Get rid of 
❏ Guilty of 
❏ Innocent of 
❏ Intention of 
❏ Jealous of 
❏ Knowledge of 
❏ Lack of 
❏ Notice of 
❏ Opinion of 
❏ Result of 
❏ Scared of 
❏ Smell of 
❏ Take advantage of 
❏ Take care of 
❏ Talk of (something specific) 
❏ Taste of 
❏ Terrified of 
❏ Think of (something specific) 
❏ Tired of 
❏ Use of 
❏ Victim of 
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On: 
 

❏ Attack on 
❏ Authority on 
❏ Commend on  
❏ Comment on 
❏ Count on 
❏ Depend on 
❏ Effect on 
❏ Expert on (something) 
❏ Influence on 
❏ Insist on 
❏ Keen on 
❏ Rely on 
❏ Report on 
❏ Tax on 

 
To: 
 

❏ Access to 
❏ Accustomed to 
❏ Add to 
❏ Addicted to 
❏ Alternative to 
❏ Apply to (a place) 
❏ Attitude to 
❏ Committed to  
❏ Connected to 
❏ Contribute to 
❏ Devoted to 
❏ Eager to 
❏ Engaged to 
❏ Exception to 
❏ Exposed to 
❏ Faithful to 
❏ Familiar to (someone) 
❏ Friendly to (someone) 
❏ Grateful to (someone) 
❏ Introduce to 
❏ Limited to 
❏ Listen to 
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❏ Located to (where it is found) 
❏ Look forward to 
❏ Married to 
❏ Neglect to 
❏ Object to 
❏ Opposed to 
❏ Prepared to (do something) 
❏ Reaction to 
❏ Related to 
❏ Relevant to 
❏ Respond to 
❏ Solution to 
❏ Talk to (someone) 
❏ Threat to 
❏ Used to (something) 

 
 
Towards:  
 

❏ Compassion towards (someone)  
❏ Cruelty towards (someone) 
❏ Neglect towards (someone) 
❏ Run towards (something) 
❏ Walk towards (something) 
❏ Work towards (something) 

 
Upon: 
 

❏ Count upon 
❏ Decide upon 

 
 
With: 
 

❏ Acquainted with 
❏ Agree with 
❏ Angry with (someone) 
❏ Annoyed with (someone) 
❏ Argue with (someone) 
❏ Association with 
❏ Associated with 
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❏ Cluttered with 
❏ Collaborate with 
❏ Compare with  
❏ Content with 
❏ Contrast with 
❏ Coordinated with 
❏ Covered with 
❏ Crowded with 
❏ Deal with 
❏ Difficulty with (something) 
❏ Disappointed with (something) 
❏ Done with 
❏ Equipped with 
❏ Familiar with (something) 
❏ Filled with 
❏ Friendly with 
❏ Furious with 
❏ Furnished with 
❏ Involved with (someone) 
❏ Link with 
❏ Matter with 
❏ Pleased with 
❏ Polite with 
❏ Relationship with 
❏ Sad with 
❏ Satisfied with 
❏ Snowed-under with  
❏ Share with 
❏ Trouble with 
❏ Upset with (someone) 
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