SIT ISE II FILL IN THE GAPS - HOGMANAY
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Hogmanay is the Scots English term for New Year's Eve: the last day of the year. Although it has become similar in meaning
ar0und the work! wit ininginthe New Yea Inthe ‘Scottis sy the focusofth traitinal Hogmansy celebraion
was ot rell o theclocktrking 12 (midight) at al. Hogmanay, you ses, typically ass untl New Year's Day mornig,
and,ndecc, insome places, welinto January 21. 15 thought that New Year' fstvl sartd as  celbration of he
winte soltice (e shotest day ofth yea), Hogmanay was hstorical and remain n many arts ofScotland, a igger

event than Chiistmas,
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That Hogmanay traditionally enjoyed wider popularty In Scatiand than Christmas is due, n part, to the fact that for about
400 years o s hsory Scodand ddt cefebrte Chrstmas very much o . Nowadays, however, mary prts of he tra
lonalHogmansy ceremory have found thel wey o Cisas and New Year'sclebratons around the worl,For exam
Pl the song Auld Lang Syne s now not nly sun 3 iehight on v Year's Eve by clebrants o Hogrmanay bt sl by
otherpeolpe who celebrte ew Year's Eve throughout the world.Indecd, acrordin 10 the Guinness ok of Records
i Lang Sy s one of the st requently sungof 3 Engsh language sanes.
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Apart from singing this popular Robert Burns lyric, other traditional customs of Hogmanay include redding and first-footing.
The former nvoles cleaning the home befor th New Y. s pariulrly importat o make suretht fires ae e
of ashes and theleavesof the juiper e ae also sometimes burned in 3 custom that s raditonal hougt 1 keep

sy el sprts.The lter refers tothetracition of the st vito nt the ome aftr midnght o N Year's taking
for the nomeorers with her, This visitorar frt footr i thoughtto bring luk t th household. Th traltonsl i was

ol (o aernately al) b, nowadays,drinks and foo are mre typicl s the arrval o the st foter often signals
the stat of a grat pary.
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Although both these customs are still practised today, the Handsel Day tradition, which was also linked to Hogmanay, has.
fargely e out. O this day,the irst Monday ofth nev year, presents used 1 b ien by employers o the membersof
theirtafl,an by parens 0 theschilden. These gift ghing gestures now take lace ot Chrstmes st But e some
of he customs may havedsappeard, he fesal' populary crtinly has not. ach year,all major Scotts e and
touns holt huge svents to mark the occasion.
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Perhaps the biggest and mast famous of these is the Edinburgh Hogmanay celebration, now a three-day event. In 199657,
400,000 people stendec, makig it the bigges il New Year's celebation n e werld that yea I rcent years, he
tendance fgures for th celebrstion have droppet somesha,but nly because a i has been imposed on how many
people can g for aftyressons. The reetparty <l o of te rges New Year's events acossth globe and features
wellknown banés performing n fron f the beautful Edinburgh Caste €5 quit the celabration and has been voted cne
f the top 25 trael ekpariences on the planet b the Discovery Channel = the only estval to festre on the st
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1. n the past, Hogmanay was eslebrated more widely than ‘and, in some places, it stl i today.
2. Accoring o the Guinness Book of Records, Aud Lang Syne i 0 of the Ot ffen U1 e

13, During redig poople radionally urh pat of 311900 IS v 10T VI thlr homes,
10, uiners of companies used togvethe who worked fo them it o HandselDay

15 Oty 0 sartsln mumiber of people ans sllowed @ sttu the Edisbargh Hogmamey wslsbretion Yor




